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In a field marked by the persistent overlap between collective memory, 
ideological positioning, and historical analysis proper, the volume authored by 
Emanuel Copilaș stands out as a reference work through its conceptual rigor, 
interpretative balance, and argumentative density. The Integration of Romania into 
the Soviet Sphere of Influence (1944–1947) does not merely offer a factual 
reconstruction of a widely researched period, but advances a mature critical re-
reading capable of dislodging the interpretative clichés that have long dominated 
post-communist Romanian historiography. 

The central stake of the work is not the attribution of retrospective blame or 
the confirmation of pre-existing ideological narratives, but rather the recovery of the 
complexity of a historical process characterized by structural ambiguities, 
geopolitical constraints, and limited political options. Through this approach, the 
author succeeds in moving beyond the reductive opposition between “occupation” 
and “internal betrayal,” offering instead a nuanced analysis of how Romania’s 
integration into the Soviet sphere of influence emerged as a gradual, negotiated, and 
deeply contextual process. The volume thus distinguishes itself by transforming a 
still heavily ideologized subject into an object of mature historical and political 
analysis, aligned with the standards of contemporary international research. 

One of the most solid merits of the volume lies in the precise and explicitly 
assumed delimitation of its scientific objective. Copilaș deliberately avoids the 
temptation of an exhaustive event-based history or the spectacular discovery of 
previously unknown documents, opting instead for a systematic reinterpretation of a 
key historical interval through the lens of political discourses and power relations 
that structured Romania’s transition into the Soviet sphere of influence. This 
methodological choice is clearly articulated from the very first chapters and 
consistently followed throughout the work, ensuring both internal coherence and 
analytical clarity. 

In particular, the author treats the period 1944–1947 not as a mere prelude to 
the consolidated communist regime, but as an autonomous moment of political crisis, 
marked by uncertainty, fragile pluralism, and provisional institutional solutions. The 
analysis of the functioning mechanisms of multiparty political life avoids both the 
retrospective idealization of a “lost democracy” and its reduction to a substance-less 
fiction. Instead, it convincingly demonstrates that political pluralism did exist, yet 
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was structurally vulnerable, lacking solid social anchors and subjected to decisive 
external pressures. 

The same clarity is evident in the way the perspectives of the involved actors 
are addressed. Copilaș does not seek to establish moral hierarchies among the 
Romanian Communist Party, the “historical” parties, social democracy, or the 
monarchy, but rather to capture the internal logic of each political positioning, along 
with its resources, limitations, and contradictions. The contribution of the work 
therefore lies not in the mere accumulation of information, but in its ability to 
transform heterogeneous historical material into a coherent interpretative 
framework, in which political decisions are analyzed in direct relation to the 
geopolitical context and the institutional legacies of the interwar period. 

Another major strength of the volume is its analytical rigor, supported by a 
remarkable interpretative balance—qualities that remain rare in a field still heavily 
ideologically charged. The author consistently avoids simplistic retrospective 
judgments and rejects both the temptation of generalized moral condemnation and 
that of excessive relativization. Instead, each political positioning is examined in 
relation to the actual resources of action, structural constraints, and the horizon of 
expectations of the time. 

This rigor becomes particularly evident in the treatment of the relationship 
between external constraints and internal decisions. The process of Sovietization is 
neither reduced to a purely mechanical imposition from the outside, nor is the 
capacity of local actors to decisively shape events overstated. The analysis 
convincingly shows that political options between 1944 and 1947 were indeed real, 
but severely limited, and that the room for maneuver of Romanian elites 
progressively narrowed as the international context became increasingly 
unfavorable. 

The evaluation of the “historical” parties is, in this regard, particularly telling. 
Rather than portraying them exclusively as victims of Soviet pressure, the author 
lucidly highlights their structural weaknesses, their inability to adapt to new 
geopolitical realities, and their reliance on Western support that was more presumed 
than guaranteed. Similarly, the Romanian Communist Party is analyzed not as an 
omnipotent actor from 1944 onward, but as a formation that gradually builds its 
dominant position through a combination of strategic opportunism, external support, 
and the exploitation of the vulnerabilities of the existing political system. This 
perspective allows for an understanding of Sovietization as a gradual process rather 
than an instantaneous rupture, aligning the analysis with key international 
scholarship. 

One of the most compelling strengths of the work is the organic and 
analytically robust integration of the international dimension into the explanation of 
Romania’s Sovietization. The geopolitical context is not treated as a mere 
explanatory backdrop, but is placed at the very center of the analysis, demonstrating 
that the 1944–1947 interval cannot be adequately understood without constant 
reference to the dynamics of relations between the Soviet Union, the United States, 
and Great Britain. 
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The volume rejects simplified narratives regarding a deliberate 
“abandonment” of Romania by the West or the existence of a rigid, pre-established 
Soviet plan applied uniformly. Instead, the author provides a nuanced analysis of 
how Western powers oscillated between normative commitments to the 
democratization of Eastern Europe and strategic imperatives related to postwar 
stability and the maintenance of cooperation with Moscow. Romania thus emerges 
as a peripheral actor in Western strategic calculations, evaluated primarily through 
the lens of regional balance and the logic of the anti-fascist alliance. 

The Soviet perspective is treated with the same rigor, without excessive 
demonization. Copilaș shows that the Soviet Union initially adopted a gradual and 
adaptive strategy aimed at minimizing international risks and exploiting the internal 
weaknesses of Eastern European states. Romania is thus integrated into a 
differentiated regional model, comparable, yet not identical, to the experiences of 
other Eastern European countries. 

Beyond its theoretical consistency and extensive documentation, the volume 
stands out through a sober, coherent, and rigorous analytical style that effectively 
sustains the conceptual density of the argument. Even in its most interpretatively 
complex sections, the argumentative thread remains clear, and transitions between 
chapters are gradual and free of conceptual ruptures. 

The critique of existing historiography is articulated with precision and 
supported by concrete examples, avoiding rhetorical excess or unsupported 
categorical judgments. This discipline of discourse significantly enhances the 
credibility of the analysis and positions the volume within the realm of mature 
academic research. The scientific value of the work is further amplified by its long-
term utility: the analytical framework proposed is transferable and can be applied 
comparatively to other cases of political transition under major geopolitical 
constraints. 

Through its analytical rigor, conceptual coherence, and integration of the 
international dimension, the volume offers a solid contribution to the literature on 
the early stages of the communist regime in Romania. Emanuel Copilaș’s approach 
moves beyond teleological explanations and ideologized readings, providing a 
nuanced interpretation of a complex historical process marked by external 
constraints, internal vulnerabilities, and limited political options. From this 
perspective, the work represents not only a contribution to Romanian historiography, 
but also a relevant reference point for the comparative study of the formation of 
spheres of influence in the context of the emergence of the Cold War. 
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